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Call for Proposals – WP3 Activities 

Within the reform of the sector of Higher Education in Art, Music and Dance (AFAM), 
starting from this academic year Italian Academies of Fine Arts will offer dedicated 
doctoral programmes, marking an important step forward in artistic and curatorial 
education in Italy. This new educational framework, aligned with international 
standards, will focus on transdisciplinary and practice-based projects, developed in 
collaboration with public and private institutions, thus opening new perspectives for 
artistic research in Italy. The Accademia Albertina di Belle Arti in Turin has chosen 
to orient its research programmes toward digital creativity and contemporary 
curatorship, launching a PhD programme in New Media and Critical-Curatorial 
Practices of Contemporary Creation. This programme is organised in partnership with 
the Accademia Ligustica di Belle Arti in Genoa, the Accademia “G. Carrara” – 
Politecnico delle Arti di Bergamo, the University of Turin, the Residenze Reali 
Sabaude – Regional Directorate of National Museums of Piedmont, Fondazione 
CAMERA – Italian Center for Photography, and GAMeC in Bergamo, which 
together have made available 11 doctoral scholarships for the academic year 
2024–2025. The Academy is also the recipient of the PNRR project Italian Network 
of Artistic Research and World Art Education Expo 2026 (INAR) and, within the 
framework of Work Package 3 (WP3), promotes a programme of public events that 
will take place between 30 March and 31 May 2026. 

Objectives of WP3 

 



 

WP3 is dedicated to the development and dissemination of a reciprocal learning 
approach to artistic and curatorial research, with particular attention to: 

●​ creative research practices and artistic production 
●​ contemporary artistic languages 
●​ critical and curatorial methodologies 
●​ digital and ecological transitions 

The aim is to strengthen the paradigm of high-level artistic research within AFAM 
institutions, fostering new connections with public and private partners and expanding 
international dialogue through the involvement of leading scholars and researchers. 
These activities continue the themes explored during the Doctoral Summer School 
2025, which focused on the transformation of the onto-anthropological status of the 
human and its relationship with environment, technology and the digital sphere, 
exploring the intersections between art, exhibition practices, curatorship and 
contemporary transitional processes. 

Structure of the Activities and Profile Sought 

For the event scheduled on 30 March 2026, the Accademia Albertina intends to select 
an international curator active in the Middle Eastern region to deliver a public 
lecture and an in-depth seminar (total duration: 3 hours). The call seeks a curatorial 
professional with proven experience in Middle Eastern contexts, engaged in the 
development of exhibition and research projects in areas characterised by: 

●​ geopolitical complexity and social transformations 
●​ relationships between public institutions, independent initiatives and 

self-managed spaces 
●​ transnational networks connecting the Middle East and Europe 
●​ curatorial practices addressing themes such as memory, identity and urban 

transformation 
●​ ecological and digital transitions within contemporary art 

Proposals adopting experimental, cross-sectoral and transdisciplinary approaches 
will be particularly welcomed, especially those capable of enhancing practice-based 
research and innovative pedagogical methodologies. The event will be structured in 
two parts: 

1. Public Lecture: A presentation of curatorial projects developed in the Middle 
Eastern context, including case studies and methodological approaches. 

 



 

2. Dialogical Seminar: A seminar focused on research methodologies, production 
processes and practice-based curatorial strategies in relation to contemporary 
transformations.  

This initiative forms part of the broader WP3 programme aimed at strengthening the 
paradigm of high-level artistic research within AFAM institutions and 
consolidating international dialogue between academies, universities, research 
centres and contemporary curatorial networks. 

Submission Guidelines 

Proposals may take the form of a presentation, academic paper or artistic 
intervention. The activity will have a total duration of three hours. Applicants should 
submit: 

●​ abstract (max. 300 words) 
●​ short biography (max. 150 words) 

Proposals must be sent by 15 March 2026 to: inar.convegni@albertina.academy  

The results of the selection will be communicated by 16 March 2026. Contributions 
may be presented in Italian, English or French.  

Through this series of events, WP3 aims to build a dynamic international network of 
scholars, artists and institutions committed to rethinking the role of the arts in 
shaping more equitable, resilient and creative futures. 

 

Scientific Committee  
Prof. Roberto Mastroianni, Prof. Andrea Giomi, Prof.ssa Irene Biolchini, Prof.ssa Alba 
Romano Pace, Prof. Alessandro De Francesco, Prof. Alessandro Botta, Dott.ssa 
Veronica Budini. 

Further information ​
inar.convegni@albertina.academy​
veronica.budini@albertina.academy  ​
roberto.mastroianni@albertina.academy  
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	1. Public Lecture: A presentation of curatorial projects developed in the Middle Eastern context, including case studies and methodological approaches. 
	2. Dialogical Seminar: A seminar focused on research methodologies, production processes and practice-based curatorial strategies in relation to contemporary transformations.  

